LIONS DISTRICT 14-N

november 2021

HAVE YOU THANKED A VET THIS MONTH?

Did you know: Veterans Day is a U.S. legal
holiday dedicated to American veterans of
all wars, and Veterans Day 2021 occurred on Thursday,
November 11. In 1918, on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month, an armistice, or temporary cessation of hostilities,
was declared between the Allied nations and Germany in World
War I, then known as “the Great War.”
Commemorated in many countries as Armistice Day the following
year, November 11th became a federal holiday in the
United States in 1938. In the aftermath of World War II
and the Korean War, Armistice Day became known as
Veterans Day.
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EDITORIAL
HAPPENINGS

“You heard it through
the Grapevine…”
But did you?

At Grandma's House
I like the taste of turkey
Any time throughout the year
But it never
seems to taste as good
As when Thanksgiving's here.
Could be it's all the trimmings
That are cooked with it to eatBut I think it's
eating at Grandma's house
That makes it such a treat!

.

Remember to give thanks for
family and friends and pets this
Thanksgiving for they are truly
a blessing.

~Author Unknown

CONTACT
PDG Linda Gibala
Home: 724-287-8037
Cell: 724-355-0570
Email lindakay46@yahoo.com
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Your Advice is Needed!



The Letters to the Editor section is meant to be a forum for any
Lion to express their views on what is happening in our
District both positive and things that perhaps should change.

A TURKEY ‘S LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
I have never understood
why anyone would
roast the turkey
and shuck the clams
and crisp the croutons
and shell the peas
and candy the sweets
and compote the cranberries
and bake the pies
and clear the table
and wash the dishes
and fall into bed
when they could sit back
and enjoy a hamburger!
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Please let us know
what you would like to
see in this newsletter.
Please give us ideas on
what kind of activities
you would like to see
happen in the District.
Do you need help with
MYLION? Your
opinion is important to
us!

FROM THE OFFICE
OF THE
DISTRICT GOVERNOR
JEFF LOUDERMILK

Greater Membership = Greater Service
Lions of District 14-N, the topic of my article this month is Membership as it
relates to greater service in our communities. At the beginning of our Lions Year,
which started on 1 July 2021, our membership total was 936 members. As of
today, our membership total is 960 Lions. That is a net growth of twenty-four new
members for this year! Wonderful job!
As a former military careerist, I cannot help but focus on statistics to measure
success at achieving District goals, so I will not apologize for that facet of my
character. In reviewing the most recent “Club Health Assessment” report, eleven
of our clubs have either met or exceeded the district goal of increasing their net
membership by two members. Two clubs have a net plus four, five clubs are at a
net plus three, and four clubs have a net plus two. I thank these clubs for their
efforts so far because every new member that we add to our clubs means the
ability to provide more service to those in need in our communities. Not only
does increased membership equal more service, because more hands make the
service easier, but also it means there are innovative ideas of how we can serve
our communities. Club leadership must be open to these latest ideas to keep our
newest members engaged in the activities of the club and to allow them to
experience the feeling of compassionate service that most of us have already
experienced. Feeling included in and an integral part of the service the club
provides will encourage our new members to stay in our clubs and invite other
people in their community circle to join us in our efforts.
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Now, back to the statistics. Since the District goal of having a net gain of two
members in each club by the end of the Lions Year (30 June 2022) is our shared
goal, and that we have thirty-seven Lions Clubs in District 14-N, we should all
look to have a net growth of seventy-four members by that date. That would
make our membership 1010 by the end of the year. Is that an unattainable goal?
Not with the progress we have already achieved, and we have not even reached
the mid-year point yet. I do want to be realistic about understanding past trends,
however. Over the past several years, December and June have been the
months that we lose the most members. Coincidentally, those are the months
right before a new billing period from Lions Clubs International for dues. With
meaningful and inclusive service projects, we as Lion leaders can minimize the
impact these periods have on our club membership. Communication with our
members is also extremely important to keep everyone involved in club activities.
When we unify our members through meaningful service and commit to
providing compassionate service, our communities and our Lions all win!
I will close by citing the last three items in the Lions Code of Ethics (located on
the back page of the District 14-N Directory):
- Always bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, my state and my
community, and to give them my unswerving loyalty in word, act and deed. To
give them freely of my time, labor and means.
- To aid others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the weak
and my substance to the needy.
- To be careful with my criticism and liberal with my praise; to build up and not
destroy.
Thank you all for your service and your dedication to the health and welfare of
our communities and to our fellow Lions. God Bless You!

Sincerely,
DG Jeff Loudermilk
Email: jeff.loudermilk@comcast.net
Phone: Cell: 724-601-2166 Home: 724-774-1132
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SECOND VICE DISTRICT
GOVERNOR
MARIA LOUDERMILK

DG Jeff and 2nd VDG Maria want to wish you all a
Happy and Safe Thanksgiving!
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maria.loudermilk@comcast.net

2nd VDG Maria’s Phone info:

HOME: 724-774-1132
CELL: 724-683-0529

BE SURE TO LOOK FOR THE LIONS FLOAT IN THIS YEAR’S

TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE
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In Memory

Keith Williamson, 59,

Jack Milliren, 85

September 27, 2021

September 24, 2021

Worthington Club

New Bethlehem Club

Robert Shearer, 87,

Kellie Ament, 51,

September 27, 2021

October 17, 2021

Worthington Club

Leechburg-Gilpin Club
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What’s Happening….
Family and Women’s
Membership Development
PDG Linda Gibala
Chairperson

DISTRICT 14-N WOMEN ARE
LEADERS!
I have had several women ask if we are going to
have a woman Lions workshop. Yes, it is in the
planning stage. However, with COVID still not
allowing us to be fully back to normal, my
committee has decided to postpone the
workshop until the Fall of 2022. This will also
give us more time to plan a much more
meaningful get-together for us all. It will give
us more time to get YOUR feedback as to what
you would like to discuss and for us to provide
a program that will enable us to grow as a
district.
Please give your role in Lionism some thought
over the next several months, and begin to
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think of ways you would like to make
changes, good ideas you would like to share,
and how you would like to become more
involved.
I would like you to email me your thoughts
and suggestions as you think of them. I know
we have many strong caring women in our
group that would like to make a difference.
You need to let your voice be heard!
Our next two Vice District Governors are
women and are eager to get to know you and
for you to get to know each other and for our
District to grow as a team. Because...

LIONS ARE RELEVANT!

PDG Linda

Email: lindakay46@yahoo.com
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DISTRICT 14-N
DISTRICT GOVERNOR VISITATION SCHEDULE 21/22

Ambridge Club:

10/4/21

Little Beaver Club:

1/27/2022

Apollo Club:

10/25/21

Mars Lions Club:

10/16/21

Baden-Economy Club: 12/7/21

Neshannock Club:

10/6/21

Central Valley Club:

New Bedford Club:

10/6/21

New Bethlehem Club:

1/13/2022

Beaver Falls Club:

9/23/21
10/26/21

Butler Club:

9/21/21

New Brighton Lions Club:

10/11/21

Chippewa Area Club:

9/16/21

New Castle Lions Club:

8/17/21

Clarion Lions Club:

8/25/21

Penn-Glade Club:

11/11/21

Cranberry Club:

11/9/21

Rimersburg Club:

9/27/21

Elderton Lions Club:

11/23/21

Riverside Area Club:

9/22/21

Ellwood City Club:

9/14/21

Rochester-Beaver Club:

10/21/21

Evans City Club:

10/5/21

Rural Valley Club:

11/2/21

Ford City Club:

9/15/21

Slippery Rock Club:

11/4/21

Hawthorne Club:

9/2/21

Union Township Club:

9/13/21

Kittanning Club:

11/18/21

Volant Club:

9/28/21

Knox Lions Club:

8/9/21

Wampum Club:

10/27/21

Laurel Lions Club:

9/23/21

Worthington Club:

10/14/21

Lawrence County Club

9/3/21

Zelienople Club:

10/18/21

Leechburg-Gilpin Club:

9/1/21

12

DIABETIC
KORNER
BY
Lion MaryAnn Fleeger

Lions Adam and MaryAnn Fleeger at the Slippery Rock
University Health Fair

District Diabetes Coordinator

Diabetes is the main cause of blindness
among people under 74 years of age.
However, 90% of vision loss from diabetes
can be prevented, and early detection is
extremely necessary. Diabetic eye disease
includes the following:
•
•

•
•
•
•

Diabetic retinopathy, macular edema,
cataracts, and glaucoma.
Diabetic retinopathy causes small blood
vessels in the retina {at the back of the
eye} to become weak and possibly leak blood. There are no symptoms when this disease starts so eye
exams are a must.
Macular edema happens when fluid builds up on the retina and causes swelling and blurry vision. This
can lead to permanent vision loss.
Cataracts cause a clouding of the lens of the eye that makes vision blurry and will need surgery to
correct it.
Glaucoma causes pressure in the eye. If not treated can cause vision loss and or blindness.
If your blood sugars are not stable it can also cause blurred vision which may return to normal once the
blood sugar stabilizes.

You are not doomed for eye disease if you are a diabetic. Controlling diabetes requires you to be active
and involved in monitoring your blood sugar. You should visit your doctor regularly, control your diet and
exercise regularly. And of course, have a comprehensive eye exam yearly,

NOVEMBER IS

MONTH
13

ON THE ROAD AGAIN??

2021 Show Info!
Immerse yourself in over 2 miles of custom-built light displays all dancing in perfect
synchronization with the festive music playing on the radio in your car, including a 300’ drive
-through RGB tunnel and 50‘ RGB light tree! In addition to those, see the BRAND NEW for
this year, HUGE field of RGB lights (300’ x 150’) and a 50’ tall RGB tree display! Also, see
the all-new SANTA’S BEACH PARTY display theme featuring custom built, GIANT, all-LED
displays showing Santa and friends like you’ve never seen them…on vacation! They are
guaranteed to delight everyone from young to old!

Website: https://shadrackchristmas.com/pittsburgh-pa

LOCATED AT THE BUTLER FAIRGROUNDS ON ROUTE 422 IN PROSPECT, PA
November 12, 2021 - January 2, 2022 HOURS: 6:00 TO 10:00 PM
YOU CAN ALSO VISIT MANY EXCITING PLACES IN BUTLER COUNTY!
WEBSITE: https://www.visitbutlercounty.com/
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
IN THE
DISTRICT?

Butler Lions Club
The Butler Lions Club helped serve Spaghetti
Dinners to the public on Election Day.

Lion Connie served the desserts.

Lion Eric was on clean-up detail.

Lion Jennifer and her Dad helped sell their products!
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The Butler Lions Club stuffed stockings for the "Hang Tough”
stocking drive. The stockings will benefit cancer
patients. Volunteers include Jim Basalyga, MaryAnn Fleeger,
Betty Basalyga, Jennifer Bindernagel, Bob Shipkowski,
President Bob Ogden, Eric Cranmer,and Adam Fleeger.

The Butler Lions Club also
participated in a warm clothing
drive. All proceeds were donated to
VOICE, the Victim Outreach
Intervention Center. Lion President
Bob Ogden and Lion Carolyn Winkler
help finish up the packing of the
items.
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KITTANNING LIONS CLUB

First day of Fall, we held our first annual Cookies for Contributions Day where we handed out packs of
Oreos for any donation. In October, we helped with the town’s Trunk or Treat where witches took the
King Lion captive because they love our brooms so much. We also participated at Christock.
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The Ford City Lions teamed up with the Armstrong
Leo Club to do litter clean up at the Ford City
Veterans bridge. Everyone did an awesome job !

The Ford City Lions Club is proud to announce their October student of the
month is Joseph Haugh. From left to right– Lion Dave Round, king Lion Brad
Baillie, Joseph Haugh and Lion Tom Round.
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Leechburg-Gilpen

From left is Leechburg High School student volunteer
Jacob Reinke,
Secretary Teresa Edinger, King Lion Kellie Ament,
2nd Vice President Angela Vigna
at Leechburg’s Pink Day on Saturday, September
18th.
Our club set up a booth and raffled off a pink purse
with 100% of proceeds being donated to
Pink Day for breast cancer research.
We also sold brooms.
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The Evans City Club recently held our largest fundraiser of the year; Ladies Day Out
Purses and Pistols Bash. Another successful event filled with laughs, excitement and
camaraderie. The event was also a success in collecting used eye glasses.
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On 10/28, Evans City Lions organized and held the
community Halloween Parade.
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The Evans City Club presented a Melvin Jones Fellowship
award to member Carl Jones. Carl has been involved with Lions
since March 1969. He was always an active and dedicated
member of the club.
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APOLLO LIONS CLUB
Brad Baillie of the Ford City
Club and 1st VDG Gaylene of the
Apollo Club screened students
from K to 6th grade at Dayton
Elementary in the Armstrong
School District. The picture
includes the school nurse, Lori
DeWitt.

Has your club given “The Heart of a Lion Award” yet? This award is given to
volunteers in the community that have the “Heart” of a Lion, but are not
members of your Lions Club. Contact PDG Tom Toland if you have just the
volunteer in mind! Due to rising costs of materials, the price of the plaque is
now $18 which is due when plaques are ordered.

PDG Tom Toland

724-478-3007
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LCIF REPORT
As we are in the second quarter of the Lions year, the donations for LCIF are down in
14-N. This is the last year for Campaign 100 and I am asking for every club’s and
Lion’s support to help us reach our goal. Doing a separate fundraiser for LCIF would
be a great way to donate. A reminder that there is certainly someone in your club
who deserves a Melvin Jones Fellowship. This is a win-win situation as you are
donating $1000 to help LCIF and are honoring a Lion from your club for their
dedication to service in your community.
It is not too late to become a model club for $500 per member. Your donation total
would start from July of 2017 and your club would have three years from whenever
you turn in your paperwork during this Lions year. Model clubs are very important
to Campaign 100!
Another way of donating is through the LCIF Legacy program. If you or someone you
know would be interested in putting LCIF in your estate plans, please let me know.
This can be done through either cash, retirement plan assets, life insurance policies,
real estate, memorial tribute gifts, beneficiary designation and charitable gift
annuities. This would be a great way to see that your legacy of serving others will
continue for years to come!
Please continue to pass around the Campaign 100 boxes at your meeting, as every
amount helps.
Again, if you would like me to speak to your club, I would be more than willing to
come!
Thank you to everyone who has donated to LCIF
throughout Campaign 100, as we continue to ask for
your support especially in this final year of the
Campaign and for those who haven’t, it is not too
late!
Respectfully submitted,
PDG Evan Punchard, pune@asd.12.pa.us
MD-14 LCIF Co-Coordinator, West
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S
CONTEST

CLASS C

CLASS A

CLASS B

Volant

21,800

Ambridge

21,100

Evans City

12,800

Ellwood City

8,300

New Bedford

7,200

Zelienople

7,200

Lawrence County

5,300

New Brighton

5,100

Leechburg-Gilpin

4,700

Slippery Rock

2,300

Butler

67,300

Riverside Area

35,500

Laurel

Rochester-Beaver

22,000

Apollo Area

32,300

Elderton

0

Knox

14,400

Kittanning

18.800

Beaver Falls

0

Little Beaver

14,200

Rural Valley

9,700

Baden Economy

0

Chippewa Area

13,300

Rimersburg
New Bethlehem

5,800
3,200

Clarion

0

Mars Centennial

0

Cranberry Twp.

0

Neshannock

0

Hawthorn

0

New Castle

0

Penn-Glade

0

Union Township

0

Worthington

0

Wampum

0

Ford City

0

Beaver Co Central
Valley
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0

300

CLUB MEMBERSHIP As Of 11/19/21
CLASS B

CLASS A
Butler

78

Rochester-

CLASS C

Cranberry Twp.

35

Elderton

26

Wampum

14

Apollo Area

34

Baden Economy

22

Zelienople

14

Beaver

65

Kittanning

33

New Brighton

21

Laurel

13

Ford City

51

Riverside Area

33

Volant

21

New Bedford

12

Knox

48

Hawthorn

30

Evans City

20

Slippery Rock

10

Little Beaver 47

Central Valley

29

Ellwood City

20

Clarion

Chippewa

Rimersburg

25

Leechburg-Gilpin 19

Lawrence County 7

New Bethlehem

23

Union Twp.

19

Mars Centennial

Rural Valley

24

Neshannock

19

Worthington

24

Beaver Falls

18

Penn-Glade

24

Ambridge

18

New Castle

16

Area

34

CLUB
Ambridge
Ambridge
Apollo Area
Butler
Kittanning
Kittanning
Kittanning
Riverside Area

NEW MEMBER
Anita Gordon
Brian O’Neil
Deborah Zahumensky
Morgan Hannold
Charles A. Henneborn III
Gioia D. Smith
Susan L. Fair
Trista Gebhart
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TYPE SPONSOR
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

Karen Brown
Denise Kempa
Debra Kerr
George Schulter
Marie Stivason
Marie Stivason
Marie Stivason
Alex Stillwagon

9

6
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1st
VICE DISTRICT
GOVERNOR

SORRY! THIS POSITION
HAS BEEN FILLED BY
LION GAYLENE TOLAND!

•

LOOK FOR NEW ARTICLES

•

MORE NEWS FROM MORE CLUBS (SEND US PICTURES AND NEWS)

•

DIABETES NEWS

•

TRAVEL SUGGESTIONS

•

CONTACT US:

lindakay46@yahoo.com

WHAT IS BEACON LODGE?
•

DG PROJECTS—JUST WHY DO WE
GIVE TO THEM—WHO ARE THEY

(This month we will highlight
BEACON LODGE.)
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Beacon Lodge is Your Camp!
Beacon Lodge is a special needs camp. We are funded primarily by donations and are sponsored by the Pennsylvania Lions as a state project.
During our camping season, we operate as a full-service summer camp
for children and adults with a variety of special needs. During the offseason, Beacon Lodge is open for public rentals. We are available as a
conference center for businesses and other organizations, an educational and informational facility for families, a rental camp for other special
needs organizations and non-profits, or simply for a group of people
that wish to get away for a day trip or a weekend in the country.

We need your help as Lions of Pennsylvania.
How can you help?
You can donate to the “500 Club”. If each Lion throughout District 14-N were to donate $5.00, it
would make a great impact by generating nearly $5000 toward our camp. This is a little over
a penny a day.
Clubs sponsor a hole at the annual Golf Outing. If each club would sponsor a hole for just
$100.00, that would generate over $3700 for the outing and the camp..
Bricks for the walkway can be purchased for individuals either as a memorial to a member who
has passed or in recognition of a member who has done so much for your club. Brick forms
can be found on the Beacon Lodge web site. District 14-N has a program this year which
will pay half of the cost of a brick. If your club would like to honor a Lion who has passed
away during this Lion’s Year. Send the check to the District Treasurer for $50 and the
District will pay the rest.
If you are on Facebook, you can request a donation to a charity in your name for your birthday.
Each of these could possibly generate $200 to $250. If we could get just one tenth of our Lions to do this, we could make close to $18,000 for the camp.
Our work weekend is in April each year. If you have never been to Beacon Lodge, this is a great
opportunity to visit and help at the same time. If you would just like to take a nice ride, you
could see this beautiful camp on your own. Every Lion should visit this camp at least once.
Think of how we can help keep our camp moving forward. It is up to us, The Lions of Pennsylvania,
to keep supporting this camp which belongs to each and every Lion in the state.
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District Governor’s Projects
District 14-N

PA Beacon Lodge Camp

$3.00

Leader Dogs for the Blind, Rochester, MI

$2.25

Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF)

$3.00

PA Lions Hearing Research Foundation

$2.00

PA Lions Sight Conservation and Eye Research Foundation, Inc.

$3.75

Lions of Pennsylvania Foundation

$2.00

Western PA Lions Hearing Foundation, Inc.

$2.50

Lions Youth Outreach Program

$ .50

Envision Blind Sports

$1.00

PA Lions for Dog Guides, Inc.

$ .50

Carl Shoemaker Fellowship

$1.00

PID Cindy Gregg Kidsight Fellowship

$ .50

PDG John R. Crone Fellowship

$ .50

District Requests

$ .50
Contribution per District 14-N Member
$23.00

Please make all checks payable to “District 14-N Projects” and mail them to:
District 14-N Projects
Michael G. Winkler
Cabinet Secretary, District 14-N
247 Home Ave.
Butler, PA 16001
Thank you for your support!
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DATE

EVENT

02/04/22 – 02/06/22

2021-2022 State Council Meeting #3
Wyndham Garden York
2000 Loucks Road, York, PA

02/12/22
1:00-3:00 pm

District 14-N Cabinet Meeting #3
Butler Blind Assn, Butler, PA
(PDG Advisory Cmty Meeting 11:00-12:30)

Spring Fling
Symposium

Sunday, February 13, 2022 TBA (Western Region)

Regional Lions

March 11-13, 2022 Red Lion Hotel, Harrisburg

Leadership Institute
03/26/22
5:00-8:00 pm

District 14-N Spring Convention
Shakespeare’s Restaurant

04/21/2022 – 04/24/22

Beacon Lodge Work Weekend
114 State Route 103 S, Mount Union, PA 17066
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05/14/22
1:00-3:00 pm

District 14-N Cabinet Meeting #4
Butler Blind Assn, Butler, PA
(PDG Advisory Cmty Meeting 11:00-12:30)

05/19/2022 – 05/22/22
All Day

2021-2022 State Lions Convention
Valley Forge Casino Resort
King of Prussia, PA

06/24/2022—06/28/2022
All Day

Lions Clubs International Convention
Montreal, Quebec

The following is being forwarded as a courtesy to PCC Dan Swincinski and provides
preliminary information on a planned bus trip to the 2022 LCI Convention in Montreal.
More information and a promotional brochure will be forthcoming.
Tentative schedule and plans
•
Pickups in Somerset, Harrisburg and possibly a Northeast location.
June 23: Departure with an overnight stay in Saratoga Springs, NY at Hampton Inn
Downtown and includes a special surprise lunch stop on route
June 24: Visit the Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame (horse racing) followed by a
luncheon cruise on Lake George. Arrive in Montreal for 4 nights on own that need to be
reserved direct with LCI
June 28: Departure early afternoon from Montreal with an overnight stay in
Schenectady, NY at The Landing Hotel and Casino.
June 29: Visit the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, a specialty lunch before
departing for home.
For more information, please contact:
PCC Dan Swincinski
Swinston Travel
125 North Edgewood Avenue, Somerset, PA 15501
814-443-2691 office 814-244-9210 cell
swinstontravel@gmail.com
website www.swinstontravel.net
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