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IN THIS ISSUE 

 Letters to the editor 

 Upcoming events 

 DG Gaylene’s Message 

 1st VDG Maria’s Message 

 2nd VDG Elliott’s Message 

 Recent Lion Deaths 

 Highlights of Beaver Falls’ 100th Anniversary 

 Snippets from the State Council Meeting 

 Recent Club Activities 

 Diabetes’ Month Information 

Due to the overwhelming number of pictures I received 
from everyone the past two months, I must divide them into 
two Newsletters.  So if you do not see your pictures in this 
issue, they will be in the December Issue which will come 
out the first week in December. If you wish to add 
something, please send it to me now. 
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The Letters to the Editor section is meant to be a forum for any 

Lion to express their views on what is happening in our District 

both positive and things that perhaps should change.  

November, 2022 

Dear Fellow Lions, 

I would like to thank the Lion Members that put together the LIONS DISTRICT 14-N 
“GRAPEVINE” and “THE PRIDE OF PENNSYLVANIA”.  Both of these Lions publications are 
enlightening as to what is going on, what is happening, how volunteerism and 
dedication is affecting others.  When reading these informational filled publications it is 
apparent how much time, energy, researching resources, putting information together is 
being taken to pass on all the news.  It is done in a professional and organized way.  Very 
IMPRESSIVE.  Learning, education, understanding is prompted through the knowledge 
that is being forwarded.  They are not “quick reads”, but rather articles full of details 
about the many facets involved with lionism, the hierarchy and responsibilities of the 
local, state and international functions.  Valuable news, resources, educational tools and 
ideas are being passed on.  The plentiful pictures tell another story of friendships, 
socializing, events, good deeds, lionsm at its best.  Ideas galore, other clubs projects, 
events,  goals, and successes are shared. It is a wealth of information!  

Again, thank you to everyone involved in these magazines.  They are worthy of 
everyone’s time.  Read them, enjoy them, educate yourself and bring ideas back to your 
local club.  

With Lionism in my heart, 

 

Connie Ivill 

Butler PA Lions Club 
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Please  email me if  

you would like to 

advertise your 

event here. 

lindakay46@yahoo.com 

 

DECEMBER 

• 12/6/2022 DG’s visit to Rural Valley 

• 12/7/2022  PDG’S Christmas Dinner at Gardas’ Restaurant 
at 6:00 

• 12/18/2022 to 12/26/2022 Hanukkah 

• 12/25/2022 Merry Christmas! 

JANUARY 

• 1/1/2023  We welcome the new year! 

COMING IN THE  DECEMBER NEWSLETTER  

• Highlights of the Fall Rally and Volant’s 75th Anniversary 

• Club news and the “Lady Lion Korner” 

• Leo Club news and much more! 

• Send your articles, news and pics by December 1st. 

UPCOMING EVENTS! 

mailto:lindakay46@yahoo.com
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Come Together for Success 
Henry Ford once said, “Coming together is a 

beginning: keeping together is progress; working 

together is success”.  It was my honor to attend 

the anniversary of  one of  our clubs, Beaver Falls 

who celebrated their 100th anniversary.  Many 

Lions were in attendance, and everyone enjoyed 

the evening.  Many years ago, some men from the community came 

together and decided it was time to start a service club. That was 

the beginning. Over the years they kept together, which was the 

basis for the progress that the club would enjoy. By working on 

many projects throughout the local community and helping citizens 

who were in need in Beaver Falls they became a success.  

 There are 36 Lions clubs and 9 Leo clubs in District 14-N. 

All of  them at some point had someone say that they needed to 

come together and start a club. Each of  these clubs has stayed 

together, but unfortunately not all worked together. There are many 

issues which keep us from having the success we would like 

through our Lions membership. Each of  us must step forward for 

District Governor 

GAYLENE TOLAND 

Apollo Area Club 

Cell: 724-433-3429 
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the betterment of  the club and community. Look for ways to bring 

our clubs back to the forefront of  our communities and make the 

impact we know we can make.  

 When asked to name three projects your club has done in 

the past year, how many of  you are listing fundraising projects and 

not service projects? It is the service projects that will make you 

feel the strength of  Lionism and for your communities to see your 

commitment to the community. Sure, there is a need for a 

fundraiser to make the service project possible, but without the 

service projects we do not make the communities better and we 

are not complete as a club. 

 Each club has its own set of  problems, but problems can 

become opportunities when the right people come together. 

Together We Can, Together We Will. 

 During my visits I have heard many wonderful stories of  

the service our clubs are providing for others. I am challenging all 

clubs to find those community service stories and share them with 

me either by email or text. We will get your stories out to the other 

clubs so they may see the impact we make daily. No matter how 

small we see them to be, others are grateful for our work and 

dedication as Lions. Our community service is a way to show our 

communities how much we love being part of  their lives. 

Together We Serve, 

DG Gaylene 

 

  

 HOME:  724-478-3007 

 Cell:       724-433-3429 

 Email:  gaylene.toland@gmail.com 

mailto:gaylene.toland@gmail.com
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PDG Tom Toland 

724-478-3007 

Has your club given “The Heart of a Lion Award” yet?  This award is given to 

volunteers in the community that have the “Heart” of a Lion, but are not 

members of your Lions Club.  Contact PDG Tom Toland if you have just the 

volunteer in mind!  Due to rising costs of materials, the price of the plaque is 

now $18 which is due when plaques are ordered.  

HEART OF A LION AWARD 

Together We Serve 

A Family of Lions 
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FIRST VICE DISTRICT 

GOVERNOR  

MARIA LOUDERMILK 

 

Inspirations at Leader Dogs for the Blind 

 

  In August of this year, IPDG Jeff and I were invited to visit the Leader Dogs for 

the Blind facility in Rochester, Michigan. Since there were several cancellations, 

Jeff was allowed to attend the day of presentations, which he had missed when 

he was First Vice District Governor because of COVID-19 restrictions. What a 

treat for both of us! 

  We started the day by meeting the amazing staff at Leader Dogs and learning 

the origins and history of the organization. We also learned how vital Lions 

support to the facility and the services provided to visually impaired people really 

are. They explained that providing Leader Dogs to visually impaired people is not 

the only training they conduct there. They also provide services for those 

learning to use white canes to improve mobility and enhance independence. 

  The next step was to tour the facility and get an idea of what they do there. This 

is where the tour got really interesting! We got to see some young dogs being 

trained after being brought back from puppy raisers to the facility for the next 

phase of their training and evaluation. The facility where the dogs are housed is 

simply amazing. Even though there were dogs everywhere, you couldn’t smell 

any “doggie smell” because of the state of the art air exchange and filtering 

system. We also got to see some of the veterinary care and surgical facility. 
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Everything is housed right there where the dogs are housed, so they don’t have 

to take them out to a veterinarian. Then we got to see some of the puppies that 

were waiting for assignment to puppy raisers for their first year of preparation as 

leader dogs. Golden retriever and black Labrador puppies were so cute! I’ve 

included a few pictures for your enjoyment…because we certainly enjoyed it. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then we had a Leader Dogs traditional lunch of chili and donuts! That’s right, 

chili and donuts. It was great! The tradition goes back to the early days of 

Leader Dogs, when Lions leaders would come to the facility. The employees, 

who didn’t know how many people were coming, would bring donuts and make 

chili so that attendees would have something to eat. And the tradition continues 

today. 

  We then got to see the building where the visually impaired are housed when 

they come to get either white cane training or introduction to their new leader 

dogs. The assignment training goes on for two weeks, but the folks we got a 

chance to talk with said the time goes by very quickly. In the next session, we 

were given blindfolds and allowed to be led through a maze by a leader dog. 

That was cool! Next, with the blindfolds still on, we were given a white cane and 

told how to navigate along a hallway with obstacles along the way. That was 

very instructive. 

  The last session of the day included a testimonial by Steve, a Lion from 

Georgia, who talked about his journey through loosing his sight. He talked about 

the mental and self-worth challenges he encountered after loosing his sight and 

the impact on his life and marriage. He was on the brink of making a life-ending 

decision. That is when he was encouraged to apply for assistance and 

evaluation for a leader dog. When he came to Leader Dog, his life changed, he 
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Maria.loudermilk@comcast.net 

 

 HOME:  724-774-1132 

 CELL:  724-683-0529 

got his independence back, he saved his marriage and is now telling his story to 

anyone who will listen. He has been on several Leader Dog Pod-Casts with his 

story, that anyone can look up and watch. 

  To say that our trip to Leader Dogs was worthwhile, is completely understating 
the experience. From beginning to end, it was truly inspiring! Having been 
through this training, we are now advocates for this life saving, life-changing 
program and encourage all Lions to go on-line and support Leader Dogs for the 
Blind with whatever you can afford. It is worth every penny. You can even call 
Leader Dogs and schedule a visit with them so you can see for yourself the 
value of this program. You’ll love it! 

Yours in Service, 

1VDG Maria Loudermilk 

 

 

                                  

mailto:maria.loudermilk@comcast.net
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Dear Fellow Lions & Leos, 
 
This time of year, I generally reflect on being thankful for many things.  One of 

the things that I would like to give thanks for this year is the Lions family that I 

have in all of you, the Lions of District 14-N.  I hope that all of you can reflect on 

being thankful for something important in your own lives.  So, here’s a great big 

thank you for being so welcoming to District Governor Gaylene, First Vice District 

Governor Maria and me as we have made our club visits this last month!  Your 

hospitality and enthusiasm are great! 

I am also thankful for those who have mentored me in Lionism.  There are four 

great Lions who were my mentors when I became a Lion in 1996.  These Lions 

have since passed on, but their memory and hearts for service live on in me.  

Those Lions were Stan “Jake” DuBrock, PDG Francis Stockman, PDG Paul 

Morrone  and Lion Louise Shields.  They made a big impact on me and got me 

involved in our club.  I would also like to thank all of you who are mentoring me 

today, as I serve as your Second Vice District Governor.   

I thought that I would share a quick story with you.  We visited the Volant Lions 

Club in October, and I was reunited with my former junior high metal shop 

teacher, Lion Scott Winder.  He and I had a nice reunion, since it has been more 

than twenty-five years since I have had the chance to visit with him.  

 I was able to attend the Beaver Falls Lions Club 100th anniversary celebration.  It 

was a very special evening, which was well attended with great food, speakers 

and entertainment.  Congratulations on your great milestone!  It was also a great 
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pleasure to attend the Volant club’s 75th anniversary on November 12.  The 

event was a great evening with good food, entertainment and memories shared 

by many in the assembly.  Congratulations to a great group of Lions! 

District 14-N had a great time at the State Council meeting in Cranberry 

Township last month!  It was great to see some of our clubs come out to support 

our district and to meet other Lions from across Pennsylvania Multiple District 

14. It was great to see many of you as well at the Fall Rally on November 6.  

Thanks again for coming out to support District Governor Gaylene! 

Wishing all of you a blessed and happy Thanksgiving.  

Let’s continue to complete service projects and make a difference in our 

District.  Remember, “Together We Can, Together We Will”  

 
We Serve, 
 
Elliott J. Hilton 
Second Vice District Governor 
District 14-N 
(724) 944-2950 
elliott.hilton@gmail.com 
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2022-2023 

Club New Member Sponsor 

September/October 2022 

Baden/Economy Jack Spencer John Varhol 

Baden/Economy Pam Spencer John Varhol 

Ford City Steve Scott James Tarnek 

Rochester Beaver Timothy Young Jon Gonzales 

Rochester Beaver Cynthia Young Jon Gonzales 

Union Twp. Debra Allebach Rose Ann Fulena 

Union Twp. Rick Allebach Rose Ann Fulena 

New Bethlehem Derek Oberlander Rex Munzee 

New Bethlehem Tyler Weaver Rex Munzee 

   

   

   

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

DISTRICT 14-N 

NEW MEMBERS!    WELCOME! 
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In Memory 

Ben Hostetler, age 75,  

October 24, 2022 

Little Beaver Lions 

 

Joseph Smith,  age 91 

Butler Lions Club 

9/22/2022 

Glenn Whiteman, Age 87 

Knox Lions Club 

11/3/2022 
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In Memory 

Joseph Jendrysik, age 98 

Union Twp. Lions Club 

7/23/2022 

Betty Frank, age 82 

Lawrence County Area Lions 

8/4/2022 

Charles J. Ryan, age 67 

Ambridge Lions 

10/30/2022 
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It was a very elegant, enjoyable and 
enchanting evening. The music was 
memorable, the entertainment was funny, 
and smiles could be seen at every table! 

Ed Madej 
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David Crone making the world a better 
place, one laugh at a time! 

Congratulations from 
County Leaders 

A beautiful time once again 
at Shakespeare’s Restaurant!  
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President of Beaver Falls Lions, Mary 

Ellen Dean, receiving recognition from 

PID Cindy Gregg. 



22 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

IN THE 

DISTRICT? 

 Our District 14-N hosted the State Council meeting on October 27, 28, and 
29th at the Marriott Hotel in Cranberry. We were in charge of the  two dinners 
on Friday night and Saturday and also the Hospitality Night entertainment and 

snacks on Friday night. If you’ve ever attended one, you would realize what a 
big undertaking it is.  We did our best to make it enjoyable, informative, and to 

put a little “fun” into it as International President Sheehan has suggested. 

 

The Apollo “tiny” Dancers were part of the 
“FUN” entertainment for the Lions of PA 

Foundation dinner on Friday night!. 

Be sure to catch their next “gig” when you 
can!  It is worth a laugh or two. 

Marge, PDG Tom, PDG Don 

After the LOPF Dinner, you could head over to 
the Hospitality Room and do a little “Jive 

Talking” of your own to the DORALS BAND 
who entertained us with a variety of music. 
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Many interesting topics were discussed at the State Council Meeting on Saturday, 
October 29, 2022. If you have not received a copy of the minutes, ask your District 
Governor or a PDG to share the highlights and most important items with you. 

One of the final discussions at the meeting was about our DG, Gaylene, and her PDG 
partner in service, Tom.  It seems PDG Tom decided to “joke around” at the last Council 
Meeting and he showed up with a shirt  on that had Gaylene’s picture all over it, 
and she had mentioned she would get even with Tom. PDG Tom said, and I quote. “I 
just wanted to let you know that when she gets in a battle of wits with me she is 
unarmed !”  DG Gaylene and several others on the Council took that as a challenge. 

So DG Jim Craft announced: When Keith Shoff and I were coming in the door at the 
Marriott last night there were a couple items laying on the floor, and there were some 
people in front of us with suitcases, so we figured it must belong to them. (PDG Tom 
Toland was then called forward). We found these in the lobby (5X underwear) and the 
reason we knew it was yours was that your name was in the briefs. So here are your 
unmentionables!   

Stay Tuned for the 

next episode of 

“DAYS OF OUR 

DG’S LIVES”! 

A truce was 
reached! 

 

 

READY FOR THE 
INTERNATIONAL 

DINNER! 
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The Council Dinners 

Lions of PA Foundation, Friday Night 

International Banquet, Saturday Night 

Guest Speaker: PID Howard Hudson who spoke about the Rose Bowl Parade 
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BUTLER 

LIONS CLUB 

The Butler Club packed 3 kinds 
of sausage (salt n pepper, sage, 
and hot) at Fairground Market 
as their fundraiser for October. 

EAT MORE 

CHICKEN!!! 
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The Butler Club also participated in the “HANG TOUGH STOCKINGS” program. These 
filled stockings will be given to cancer patients at cancer centers and hospice units. 
Pictured are Eric Cranmer, service chairperson, and Betty Basalyga. 

If you are looking for a great 
tree, be sure to check out the 

BUTLER Lions Tree Sale!! 

BUTLER LIONS 

CHRISTMAS TREE 

SALE BEGINS  

SATURDAY, NOV. 26TH 

AT TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, IN BUTLER 
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These are some photos of the eye screening we did for Best Friends, 
Inc.   This is an organization for disabled and handicapped youth and 
adults.   Our member, Christin Allen, dressed as the Lion, and we passed 
out miniature stuffed jungle animals.  
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Rochester Beaver also helped educate 

people about Diabetes by having a 

booth on Diabetes Monday and 

handing out pamphlets.  Diabetes 

ranks 7th in disease  deaths. 

In Italy, IP Brian Sheehan traveled to view the 
Atlantis facility. This Lions Clubs International 
Foundation partnership project was incredible! 
It is a facility for clients of different abilities, 
offering day programs and residential care. 
They provide classes, emotional and physical 
therapies, an outdoor sensory path, and more. 
They use the water bubble lamp for calming 
and soothing clients. Clients can choose the 
color and place hands on it to feel the vibration 
of the bubbles moving. By hugging it, you can 
also hear the water movement.  
 
We truly enjoyed meeting some of the clients - 
their smiles and positive attitudes were 
absolutely infectious. We will remember this 
project forever. Thank you, Lions Italia!   
 
It would be nice to start something like this in 
Pennsylvania! 

https://www.facebook.com/LCIFLions/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUQP2a-jwhBpvtD26G_ad5CxUvDorR9iAS_l6tNL_qYZmM4T7UW_j5ZWuU-Df0Map9QMmxnBsdYlG888Q-BOxLMKIvuBKuIHkq8bRzXzlo9-5qz1riEeMuMiDcCSKjeiJBuKlGc-MDllqmmiDDDbJTEWBWz2xe-bnCTNVru8xihy3Zjvpc82TG-bcoaBIrnPRc&__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/LCIFLions/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUQP2a-jwhBpvtD26G_ad5CxUvDorR9iAS_l6tNL_qYZmM4T7UW_j5ZWuU-Df0Map9QMmxnBsdYlG888Q-BOxLMKIvuBKuIHkq8bRzXzlo9-5qz1riEeMuMiDcCSKjeiJBuKlGc-MDllqmmiDDDbJTEWBWz2xe-bnCTNVru8xihy3Zjvpc82TG-bcoaBIrnPRc&__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/lionsitaliamd108?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUQP2a-jwhBpvtD26G_ad5CxUvDorR9iAS_l6tNL_qYZmM4T7UW_j5ZWuU-Df0Map9QMmxnBsdYlG888Q-BOxLMKIvuBKuIHkq8bRzXzlo9-5qz1riEeMuMiDcCSKjeiJBuKlGc-MDllqmmiDDDbJTEWBWz2xe-bnCTNVru8xihy3Zjvpc82TG-bcoaBIrnPRc&__tn__
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RIVERSIDE 
LIONS!! 

What a motley “crue” this is! 



30 

NOVEMBER IS DIABETES MONTH! 

 DIABETIC  KORNER 

Lion MaryAnn Fleeger 

District Diabetes Coordinator 

 

Maryann is available to speak at 
your club on Diabetes 
Awareness.  She can be 
reached at: 

Phone: 724-352-5075 

Cell:  724-256-2856 

Email: 
mafleeger@zoominternet.net 

mailto:mafleeger@zoominternet.net
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ON THE ROAD AGAIN?? 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wherever you chose to go, be safe and enjoy 

your family and friends! 

https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/pennsylvania/restaurant-with-skyline-views-pa/?lctg=0000000000147531
https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/pennsylvania/weird-things-pennsylvania/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=pennsylvania&utm_campaign=newsletter&lctg=0000000000147531&utm_content=nlbuttonB3

