
1

2022

Thiss editionn off thee “GRAPEVINE”” willl highlightt thee  DISTRICTT 14-NN 
Springg Convention,, Littlee Beaverr Lionss clubb 75thh 
Anniversaryy Partyy andd Beaconn Lodgee Workk Weekend.. 

Thiss monthh wee celebrate:: thee returnn off thee Hummingg Bird,, 
beautifull flowerss oncee againn enhancingg ourr lives,, honoringg ourr 
Mothers,, andd lestt wee neverr forget,, Memoriall Day.. 
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Memorial Day History 
 

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have 
died in service of the United States of America. It's difficult to prove the origins of this day as 
over two dozen towns and cities lay claim to be the birthplace. In May 1966, President Lyndon 
Johnson stepped in and officially declared Waterloo N.Y. the birthplace of Memorial Day. 

Regardless of the location of origins or the exact date, one thing is crystal clear – Memorial 
Day was borne out of the Civil War (which ended in 1865) and a desire to honor our dead. On 
the 5th of May in 1868, General John Logan who was the national commander of the Grand 
Army of the republic, officially proclaimed it in his General Order No. 11. 

Part of the history of Memorial Day will show that in the Order, the General proclaimed, 
“The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise 
decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during the late 
rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the 
land.” Because the day wasn't the anniversary of any particular battle, the General called it, 
The date of Decoration Day. 

On the first Decoration Day, 5,000 participants decorated the graves of 20,000 Union and 
Confederate soldiers buried at Arlington Cemetery while General James Garfield made a 
historic speech. 

New York was the first state to officially recognize the holiday in 1873. It was recognized by 
all northern states by 1890. Differently, the South refused to acknowledge the day and 
honored their dead on separate days. This went on until after World War I when the holiday 
changed from honoring just those who died fighting in the Civil War to honoring Americans 
who died fighting in any war. 

With the Congressional passage of the National Holiday Act of 1971 (P.L. 90 – 363), it is now 
observed on the last Monday in May by almost every state. 

This helped ensure a three day weekend (Memorial Day Weekend) for Federal holidays. In 
addition, several southern states have an additional separate day for honoring the Confederate 
war dead: January 19th in Texas; April 26th in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and Mississippi; 
May 10th in South Carolina; and June 3rd (Jefferson Davis’ birthday) in Louisiana and 
Tennessee . 
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In 1915, inspired by the poem “In Flanders Fields,” Moina Michael replied 
with her own poem:

We cherish too, the Poppy red That grows on fields where valor led, 
It seems to signal to the skies That blood of heroes never dies.

She then conceived of an idea to wear red poppies on Memorial day in honor 
of those who died serving the na on during war. She was the first to wear 
one, and sold poppies to her friends and co-workers with the money going to 
benefit servicemen in need. See more on the significance of the Red Poppy.

Later a Madam Guerin from France was visi ng the United States and learned 
of this new custom started by Ms. Michael. When she returned to France she 
made ar ficial red poppies to raise money for war orphaned children and 
widowed women. This tradi on spread to other countries. In 1921, the Fran-
co-American Children’s League sold poppies na onally to benefit war orphans 
of France and Belgium. The League disbanded a year later and Madam Guerin 
approached the VFW for help.

Shortly before Memorial Day in 1922 the VFW became the first veterans’ or-
ganiza on to na onally sell poppies. Two years later their “Buddy” Poppy pro-
gram was selling ar ficial poppies made by disabled veterans. In 1948 the US 
Post Office honored Ms. Michael for her role in founding the Na onal Poppy 
movement by issuing a red 3 cent postage stamp with her likeness on it.
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National Moment of Remembrance  
Memorial day history couldn't be complete without the birth of the the “Na onal 
Moment of Remembrance”, which was a resolu on passed on Dec 2000 which asks 
that at 3 p.m. local me, for all Americans “To voluntarily and informally observe in 
their own way a moment of remembrance and respect, pausing from whatever 
they are doing for a moment of silence or listening to ‘Taps.'” 

Day is done, gone the sun, 
From the hills, from the lake, 

From the sky. 
All is well, safely rest, 

God is nigh. 

Go to sleep, peaceful sleep, 
May the soldier or sailor, 

God keep. 
On the land or the deep, 

Safe in sleep. 

Love, good night, Must thou go, 
When the day, And the night 

Need thee so? 
All is well. Speedeth all 

To their rest. 

Fades the light; And afar 
Goeth day, And the stars 

Shineth bright, 
Fare thee well; Day has gone, 

Night is on. 

Thanks and praise, For our days, 
'Neath the sun, Neath the stars, 

'Neath the sky, 
As we go, This we know, 

God is nigh. 

In Flander’s Field 
By Lt. Col. John McCrae, 1915 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, s ll bravely singing, fly, 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow., 
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields 

Take up our quarrel with the foe 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high 
If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies 
grow 

In Flanders fields 
Lt. Col. John McCrae is buried in Wi-
mereux, France a er succumbing to 

pneumonia in 1918. 
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EDITORIAL

HAPPENINGS

“You heard it through 
the Grapevine…”

But did you?

   . 

CONTACT  EDITOR
PDG Linda Gibala

Home:  724-287-8037

Cell:  724-355-0570

Email  lindakay46@yahoo.com

This edition of the newsletter  does 
not follow our usual format. Instead, 
it has more pictures than articles. 
We had three events in the past two 
months that I felt were noteworthy 
enough to share pics with you. 

We will be back to normal in June, 
and I hope you will begin to send 
in pics of your activities.  

Our Lion Leaders will again have 
articles for your perusal that will 
add to your knowledge base.

Lady Lions be sure to also look for 
the return of the “Lady Lion Korner” 
in the June Issue.

DISTRICTT 14-NN OFFICERSS 
FORR 

LIONSS YEARR 2022/20233 

DISTRICTT GOVERNOR:

GAYLENEE TOLANDD 
FIRSTT VICEE DISTRICTT 

GOVERNOR:

MARIAA LOUDERMILKK 
SECONDD VICEE DISTRICTT 

GOVERNOR:: 

ELLIOTTT HILTONN 
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The Letters to the Editor section is meant to be a forum for any 
Lion to express their views on what is happening in our District 
both positive and things that perhaps should change. 

For the 20th year in a row the Li le Beaver Lions will host Darlington days, June 3rd, 4th, 5th at the 
Darlington Polo Fields. For the fourth year in a row, a er the polo match on Friday night , we will 
have our golf ball drop. We currently have ckets available. The prizes have changed. For a hole-in-
one you will win $2000. For the furthest from the hole, you win $500. If no balls should go into the 
hole, the closest to the hole will win $1500. 

Only 500 ckets are sold with two numbers on every cket. If you are interested, please contact 
Melanie at 412-874-9254. 

Or stop in to the Darlington polo grounds on Friday, June 3 to enjoy the fes vi es of our 75th year of 
working with the Darlington polo club. We, the Li le Beaver Lions, turn 75 years old this year! 

Come celebrate with us and enjoy the pig roast tailgate party. Tickets available for that are $20 for 
all you can eat and drink Friday night from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. Thank you! Lion Melanie Todorich, 

SAMPLE
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Your Advice is Needed!

Please let us know 
what you would like to 
see in this newsletter.  
Please give us ideas on 
what kind of activities 
you would like to see 
happen in the District.  
Do you need help with 
MYLION? Your 
opinion is important to 
us!  

April 22 – 24, 2022

Beacon Lodge Work Weekend was a 
success! Much clean-up and repairs 
were accomplished, and much fun 
and camaraderie was enjoyed by all! 
Thank you to all who attended this 
event and helped get the Lodge 
ready for the summer campers!!

PDG Don and I always enjoy helping 
to spruce it up. It is a beautiful 
relaxing place to be, and the food and 
friendship can’t be beat! Hope to see 
you there next 
year! 

PDG Linda Gibala

PDG Linda trimming bushes in front of Administra on 
building and the finished bushes wai ng for mulch!
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BEACON LODGE WORK WEEKEND 14-N 2022

BUSH REMOVAL

CHOPPING WOOD

PULLING 
WEEDS

WEEDING FLOWER GARDENS
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BEACON LODGE WORK WEEKEND 2022 

Tom Toland, Rae Ann, Jason Silvis 

PA State Representa ve, Jason Silvis also joined in the projects this year! 
Thank you, Jason and Rae Ann for your help! 

Please send me articles and pictures of your Club’s activities. 

If you sent me some already, but they did not make it into this 
edition, remind me again of what you sent, and I will be sure to use 
it. 

If you would like to write an information article, please do so. Our 
articles are not limited to our officers, leaders, and PDG’s. 

If there is something of interest you wish to share, please do so. 

If there are changes you would like me to make, or something you 
would like me to add to the newsletter, please make me aware. 

Check out the Penn Glade Lions Rib Dinners. (See flyer for details.) 

Send me flyers to advertise your club’s events. 

Plan to attend the District’s Cabinet Meeting on Saturday, May 
28th at 1:00 at the Blind Association in Butler. 

PDG Linda Gibala, Editor 
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ACCEPT THE 

CHALLENGE!!! 
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Penn-Glade Lions Club
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LLITTLEE BEAVERR LIONSS 
CLUBB CELEBRATESS  

755 YEARSS OFF SERVICE!! 

ON MARCH 19TH, THE LITTLE BEAVER LIONS 
INVITED MEMBERS AND FRIENDS TO HELP 

THEM CELEBRATE THEIR 75TH
ANNIVERSARY OF SERVING THEIR 
COMMUNITY!  CONGRATULATIONS!!
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And we’ll have

FUN, FUN, FUN…...
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 OHIOO LIONSS  
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PDG Tom Toland

724-478-3007

Has your club given “The Heart of a Lion Award” yet?  This award is given to 
volunteers in the community that have the “Heart” of a Lion, but are not 
members of your Lions Club.  Contact PDG Tom Toland if you have just the 
volunteer in mind!  Due to rising costs of materials, the price of the plaque is 
now $18 which is due when plaques are ordered. 

PDGG TOMM TOLANDD PRESENTED THREE HEART OF A LION AWARDS AT 
Little Beaver’s 75th Anniversary Event to:o:o

HEART OF A LION AWARD
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ELLA WATERSON was honored as March Student 
of the Month recently by the Little Beaver Lions.

While maintaining a 4.12 GPA, Ella is also a member of 
Blackhawk Women's Soccer as well as the school's 
Health Academy. 
Her community service includes volunteering at 
Rochester Manor and Villa, Darlington Food Pantry, 
Darlington Polo Club, BASA Soccer, and at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center.
Upon graduation, Ella plans to attend Community 
College of Beaver County to pursue a major in Nursing. 
She is the daughter of Glenn and Kristina Watterson of 
Darlington.
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MARCH

2022

This year’s convention was held at Shakespeare’s Restaurant on March 26, 
2022.  International Director, Allan Hunt from British Columbia, Canada was 
our guest speaker.  Dr. Gump and PDG Linda Gibala began the evening with a 
Necrology Service sadly acknowledging the twenty-five Lion members  who 
passed since our last convention:

Helen E. Ringel—Ambridge
Albert Dainton —Beaver Falls
Daniel J. Smith—Butler
Myron Crawford—Clarion
Ronald Prokovich—Ellwood City
Eugene Gaul—Ellwood City
Terrance Thomas—Hawthorn
Mary B. Procious—Kittanning
Robert M. Wareham—Knox
Kellie Ament—Leechburg-Gilpin
John F. Pinkerton—Little Beaver
David J.Muscarella, Jr.—New 

Bedford
Lawrence Twigg—New Bedford

Eric Myers —New Bethlehem
John Milliren—New Bethlehem
Edna Emrick—New Brighton
Kenneth A. Sheets—New Brighton
June Clara Gregg—Penn Glade
James Edwin Thompson—Volant
James Fred Hohmann—Volant
Janet Janukites—Worthington
J. Robert Shearer—Worthington
Keith Williamson—Worthington
Marlene Mussig —Zelienople
Diane White—Zelienople
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PICTURE MEMORIES OF THE

SPRING CONVENTION!

Guest Speaker

I.D. Allan Hunt
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Some of the awards that were given to Lions of District 14-N for their  service this 
year are as follows: 

MELVIN JONES FELLOWSHIP AWARDS: 

ZONE CHAIR Karen Brown—Ambridge 

Lion Anna Smith—Ambridge 

Lion Joseph Tomon, Jr.—Ellwood City 

PROGRESSIVE MELVIN JONES FELLOWSHIP  AWARD: 

Lion Betty Lou Ivell—Volant 

PENNSYLVANIA COUNSELLOR’S AWARD: 

ZONE CHAIR Brad Baillie—Ford City 
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PENNSYLVANIA COUNSELLOR’S AWARD 

Lion Karrie DeMarco—Ellwood City 

LIONS OF PENNSYLVANIA FOUNDATION AWARD 

Lion Tom Cekovich—Little Beaver 

2nd VDG Maria Loudermilk—Riverside/Hopewell 

PROGRESSIVE LIONS OF PENNSYLVANIA FOUNDATION AWARD 

PCC William Morgan—New Castle 

PDG Tom Toland—Apollo Area 

1st VDG Gaylene Toland—Apollo area 

Lion Dr. John Gump—Beaver Falls 
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PDG JOHN R. CRONE FELLOWSHIP AWARD 

1st VDG Gaylene Toland—Apollo Area 

LIONS OF  PA FOUNDATION PAST INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT 

JOSEPH WROBLEWSKI AWARD: 

PDG Chip Campbell—Riverside Area 

Lion Mike Winkler—Butler 
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WESTERN PA LIONS HEARING FOUNDATION FELLOWSHIP 

Lion James F. Delaney—Clarion  

KIDSIGHT AWARD 

Lion James Delaney—Clarion 

Lion Gregory Mortimer—Rimersburg 

HONOR ROLL OF LIONS 

Lion Brad Baillie—Ford City 

Lion Lawrence Zang—Penn Glade 

Lion James Delaney—Clarion 

Lion Joseph Tomon—Ellwood City 
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LEADER DOGS FOR THE BLIND TRIBUTE AND BRICK:

Lion Adam Fleeger—Butler 

Lion Maryann Fleeger—Butler

CARL SHOEMAKER FELLOWSHIP AWARD:

Lion Mike Seiber—Little Beaver

Lion Michael Milnes—Riverside Area

LEO OF THE YEAR:

Rachel Stockdill—River Hawk Leo Club
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LIONS, MELANIE TODORICH, PDG KIM STEVENSON, AND  PAM  FLARA 
WERE PRESENTED PRESIDENTIAL CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION FOR 
THEIR SERVICE BY THE INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR, ALLAN HUNT. 



31

FROM THE OFFICE

OF THE

DISTRICT GOVERNOR

JEFF LOUDERMILK

DG Jeff and 2nd VDG Maria have been visiting relatives in Germany for the past 
month, and we will be resuming articles in our next issue of the Grapevine. I’m 
sure they are going to have a lot to talk about when they return.

DG Jeff, 2nd VDG Maria, 1st VDG Gaylene, PDG Tom Toland, PDG Don and PDG 
Linda Gibala will be attending the PA Lions State Convention next week and hope 
to report back to the Cabinet meeting on Saturday, May 28th at 1:00 at the Blind 
Association in Butler. I hope you will plan to attend the Cabinet meeting to hear all 
the news!

DG  Jeff Loudermilk   
  Email:  jeff.loudermilk@comcast.net

Phone:  Cell:  724-601-2166   Home:  724-774-1132 

1stt VDGG Gaylenee Tolandd 
HOME::  724-478-30077     CELL::  724-433-34299 

Email::  gaylene.toland@gmail.com 

2ndd VDGG Mariaa Loudermilkk 
HOME::  724-774-11322 
 CELL::  724-683-05299 

Email::  maria.loudermilk@comcast.net 
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In Memory

            Save the Date

Beaver Falls Lions Club
Saturday, October 8, 2022
SShakespeare’ss Restaurant
1495 Mercer Road
Ellwood City, PA
More details provided closer the date

Lionn Donaldd Coon,, 80,, 

Worthingtonn Lionss 

Aprill 24,, 20222 

Lionn Anthonyy Capalbo., 

85,, Wampumm Lionss 

Aprill 1,, 20222 

Lionn Inaa M.. Weber,, 

88,, Neww Brightonn Clubb 

Aprill 13,, 20222 
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DIABETIC  KORNER

BY

Lion MaryAnn Fleeger

District Diabetes Coordinator

Maryann is available to speak at 
your club on Diabetes 
Awareness.  She can be 
reached at:

Phone: 724-352-5075

Cell:  724-256-2856

Email: 
mafleeger@zoominternet.net

Let’ss startt withh ann interestingg andd frighteningg statistic..  

Eighty-eight million Americans are prediabetics, 
but most are not even aware of it,
Prediabetes is having a fasting blood sugar 100-
125. Normal fasting blood sugar is less than 100.
Risk factors for this type of diabetes are weight,
waist size, (a large waist can indicate insulin
resistance) poor diet, inactivity, age, family
history, race or ethnicity. African Americans,
Hispanics, American Indians, and some Pacific
Islanders and Asian Americans are all at higher
risk for diabetes than Caucasians.
Some warning signs include blurry vision, cold
hands and feet, dry mouth, excessive thirst,
frequent urination, increase in urinary tract
infections, increased irritability, nervousness or
anxiety, and itchy skin. Most people who are
diagnosed with prediabetes develop type 2
diabetes within 10 years.  Prediabetes can
sometimes be reversed. First, maintain healthy
weight by eating a diet rich in vegetables, fruits,
and whole grains. Other simple ways to help are
exercise regularly, stop smoking, follow closely
with your doctor and/or dietician. Luckily,
sometimes we can help ourselves to stop
prediabetes from developing into something
worse..
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
IN THE

DISTRICT?

Butler Lions Club 

Butler Lions Club prepared  “FLOOD 
BUCKETS” with cleaning supplies. 
They will be available to hand out when 
the next Butler “flood or other such 
disaster" occurs.  BE PREPARED IS 
OUR NEW MOTTO!

The Butler Lions Club’s activities were 
recently highlighted at the Butler 
Library on their Community Spotlight 
bulletin board.
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The Butler PA Lions Club want to thank Sharp Shopper in 
Butler for partnering with them to sell a hot dog, chips, and 
drink for $1.00 for 3 days in front of their store. The profits will 
go to the Lions charities.

BUTLERR LIONSS SELLL 

HOTT DOGS!! 
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      RIVERSIDEE 

The clubs of Beaver County once again sponsored a Math 24 event. This is a card game played in the 4 -5 – 6- 7 – 8 
grades. The 10 schools in Beaver County and Ellwood City in Lawrence County play among themselves in each school to find 
the top 4 players in the 5 grades. These top finishers then compete with the other schools at an event held to find the top 
80. Then eliminate to the final 20. The top twenty are awarded trophies and different prizes. This year was a 20 oz.
reusable bo le, a block charger, which enables you to recharge your phone on the run and a gi  bag from Pizza Joe’s.   This
event is spearheaded by the Riverside Lions. The pictures are of the welcoming board, and the second one is the students
wai ng to get started.

We got to award a Carl Shoemaker Fellowship and a ‘Heart of a 
Lion’ award. The Carl Shoemaker Fellowship was awarded to Mike 
Milnes for his contribu on to both Beacon Lodge and the relief 
effort to Louisiana and Kentucky.

We bestowed a ‘Heart of a Lion’ to Andy 
Kindle. Andy was the face of the Ellwood City 
United Fund for many years un l it was 
dissolved 2 years ago. He is also very ac ve in 
his church and the Ellwood city Library.

Riverside Lions with the help of Rochester Beaver Lions 
donated a TREX bench to the Franklin Township 
supervisors to place in front of their building. Pictured 
are le  Johnny Ba aglia a Franklin Twp. fire fighter and 
Lee Barnhart and Jim Westlund members of the 
Riverside club.
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LCIF REPORT 

As we are into the second quarter of the Lions year, the dona ons for LCIF are down 
in 14-N.  This is the last year for Campaign 100 and I am asking for every club’s and 
Lion’s support to help us reach our goal.  Doing a separate fundraiser for LCIF would 
be a great way to donate.  A reminder that there is certainly someone in your club 
who deserves a Melvin Jones Fellowship.  This is a win-win situa on as you are 
dona ng $1000 to help LCIF and are honoring a Lion from your club for their 
dedica on to service in your community.

It is not too late to become a model club for $500 per member.  Your dona on total 
would start from July of 2017 and your club would have 3 years from whenever you 
turn in your paperwork during this Lions year.  Model clubs are very important to 
Campaign 100! 

Another way of dona ng is through the LCIF Legacy program.  If you or someone you 
know would be interested in pu ng LCIF in your estate plans, please let me know.  
This can be done through either cash, re rement plan assets,life insurance policies, 
real estate, memorial tribute gi s, beneficiary designa on and/or charitable gi  
annui es.  This would be a great way to see that your legacy of serving others will 
con nue for years to come! 

Please con nue to pass around the Campaign 100 boxes at your mee ng, as every 
amount helps. 

Again, if you would like me to speak to your club, I would be more than willing to 
come! 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to LCIF 
throughout Campaign 100, as we con nue to ask for 
your support especially in this final year of the 
Campaign and for those who haven’t, it's not too 
late! 

Respec ully Submi ed, 

PDG Evan Punchard, pune@asd.12.pa.us 

MD14 LCIF   Co-Coordinator, West 
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District Governor’s Projects

District 14-N

PA Beacon Lodge Camp       $3.00

Leader Dogs for the Blind, Rochester, MI            $2.25

Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF)             $3.00

PA Lions Hearing Research Foundation              $2.00

PA Lions Sight Conservation and Eye Research Foundation, Inc.         $3.75

Lions of Pennsylvania Foundation             $2.00

Western PA Lions Hearing Foundation, Inc.        $2.50

Lions Youth Outreach Program              $ .50

Envision Blind Sports             $1.00

PA Lions for Dog Guides, Inc.            $ .50

Carl Shoemaker Fellowship                $1.00

PID Cindy Gregg Kidsight Fellowship             $ .50

PDG John R. Crone Fellowship           $ .50

District Requests           $ .50

Contribution per District 14-N Member

$23.00

Please make all checks payable to “District 14-N Projects” and mail them to:

District 14-N Projects

Michael G. Winkler

Cabinet Secretary, District 14-N

247 Home Ave.

Butler, PA  16001

        Thank you for your support!
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   DATE          EVENT

PA State Lions Convention
Valley Forge Casino Resort

05/19/22 to 
05/22/2022

05/28/22        
1:00-3:00 pm   

District 14-N Cabinet Meeting #4
Butler Blind Assn, Butler, PA
(PDG Advisory Cmty Meeting 11:00-12:30)
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The following is being forwarded as a courtesy to PCC Dan Swincinski and provides 
preliminary information on a planned bus trip to the 2022 LCI Convention in Montreal. 
More information and a promotional brochure will be forthcoming. 
Tentative schedule and plans
       Pickups in Somerset, Harrisburg and possibly a Northeast location.

June 23: Departure with an overnight stay in Saratoga Springs, NY at Hampton Inn 
Downtown and includes a special surprise lunch stop on route
June 24: Visit the Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame (horse racing) followed by a 
luncheon cruise on Lake George. Arrive in Montreal for 4 nights on own that need to be 
reserved direct with LCI
June 28: Departure early afternoon from Montreal with an overnight stay in 
Schenectady, NY at The Landing Hotel and Casino.
June 29: Visit the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, a specialty lunch before 
departing for home.

For more information, please contact:
PCC Dan Swincinski
Swinston Travel
125 North Edgewood Avenue, Somerset, PA 15501

814-443-2691 office     814-244-9210 cell
swinstontravel@gmail.com
website  www.swinstontravel.net


